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Asia at a glance 

Department stores: Takashimaya plans expansion in Southeast Asia   

Takashimaya is looking to open department stores in the Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia; 

the retailer has already established overseas presence in Bangkok, Shanghai, Singapore and Ho 

Chi Minh City 

Department stores: Isetan to close unprofitable branch in Singapore 

Isetan will shut down its money-losing department store in Singapore’s Westgate shopping 

mall upon the expiry of its lease in December 2019 

Beauty and personal care: Japan’s Ci:z Holdings to tap Asia-Pacific’s travel retail market  

Japan’s cosmetics company Ci:z Holdings plans to expand into Asia-Pacific’s travel retail market 

to boost the sales of its two skincare brands – Dr. Ci:Labo and Labo Labo 

 

Japan 

E-commerce: SoftBank to boost its stake in Yahoo Japan 

SoftBank will increase its equity stake in Yahoo Japan to 45% from 12% by acquiring 456.5 

billion new shares that will be issued by Yahoo Japan; a move to maximize the competitive 

edge of SoftBank through enhanced collaboration with Yahoo Japan’s operations beyond 

telecommunications 

E-commerce: Alipay extends mobile payment services to over 300,000 retailers in Japan 

Alibaba’s Ant Financial announced that more than 300,000 retailers in Japan have signed up 

for its Alipay service to serve the growing number of Chinese tourists to the country 

Beauty and personal care: Shiseido to boost its sales in China, America and EMEA 

Shiseido hopes to set new highs in sales and profit by strengthening its businesses in China, 

America and EMEA; the company targets to achieve sales of 2 trillion yen and operating profit 

of 300 billion yen in the long term 
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https://insideretail.asia/2019/05/10/takashimaya-eyes-opportunities-in-southeast-asia/#daily
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/business/isetan-singapore-westgate-mall-store-lease-not-renew-11506618
https://www.cosmeticsdesign-asia.com/Article/2019/04/29/Japan-s-Ci-Z-Holdings-aims-to-take-flight-in-APAC-travel-retail-market?utm_source=EditorsSpotlight&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2019-05-10&c=Y9HN%2FHGfCORMeIDMiu%2FDT0Le%2Ff44l3Hg
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2019/05/09/business/corporate-business/softbank-make-yahoo-japan-subsidiary-lifting-expected-sales-profits/?utm_source=Daily+News+Updates&utm_campaign=9ad3d49706-Friday_email_updates10_05_2019&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c5a6080d40-9ad3d49706-332827361#.XNRqDY4zaUk
https://www.scmp.com/tech/big-tech/article/3010109/alipay-extends-mobile-payment-services-300000-retailers-japan
https://www.cosmeticsdesign-asia.com/Article/2019/05/13/Shiseido-s-double-digit-profit-drive-Firm-lays-out-plans-for-China-Americas-and-EMEA?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright


 

 

South Korea 

Duty-free shops: South Korea’s first arrival duty-free shops to open at Incheon Airport 

The Incheon International Airport Corporation has announced that two arrival duty-free shops, 

the first of its kind in South Korea, will start operations at Incheon Airport’s Terminal 1 and 

Terminal 2 respectively on 31 May 

 

Singapore 

Luxury: Philipp Plein opens its first mono-brand store in Singapore  

Switzerland-based luxury fashion house Philipp Plein has launched its first mono-brand store 

for Singapore at Marina Bay Sands; covering 236 sqm, the two-level flagship store carries the 

brand’s menswear and womenswear collections 

 

India 

E-commerce: Flipkart unveils online grocery store Supermart in Mumbai 

Flipkart has recently launched its online grocery store Supermart in Mumbai, aiming to capture 

a large market share of local online grocery segment 

Consumer electronics: Xiaomi rolls out vending machine kiosks in India 

Xiaomi has launched Mi Express Kiosk vending machines in India, making it more convenient 

for consumers to purchase Xiaomi smartphones and mobile accessories 
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http://koreabizwire.com/arrival-duty-free-shops-to-open-in-s-korea-later-this-month/137121
https://insideretail.asia/2019/05/08/philipp-plein-opens-its-first-single-brand-store-in-singapore/#daily
https://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/food-entertainment/grocery/flipkart-launches-online-grocery-store-supermart-in-mumbai/69243809
https://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/consumer-durables-and-information-technology/mobiles/xiaomi-launches-vending-machine-kiosks-in-india/69305143
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